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THREE NEW SUBSPECIES OF BIRDS FROM 
VENEZUELA’ 


By Joun T. ZIMMER AND WILLIAM H. PHELPS 


Examination of additional material in the Phelps Collection, 
Caracas, Venezuela, shows the following new subspecies. 

The junior author wishes to thank Dr. Herbert Friedmann of 
the United States National Museum, Mr. W. E. Clyde Todd of the 
Carnegie Museum, Mr. Emmet R. Blake of the Chicago Natural 
History Museum, and Mr. Rodolphe Meyer de Schauensee of the 
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia for their aid in the 
examination of material in their museums. 

In the lists of specimens examined, those in the Phelps and other 
collections are so characterized; the remaining material is in the 
American Museum of Natural History. . 

Names of colors are capitalized when direct comparison has 
been made with Ridgway’s ‘‘Color standards and color nomencla- 
ture.”’ 


Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus tenebrosus, new subspecies 


Type: From Mt. Chimanta-tepui, Gran Sabana, State of 
Bolivar, Venezuela; altitude 700 meters. No. 35688, Phelps 
Collection, Caracas. Adult of undetermined sex collected July 
18, 1946, by Olinto Benedetti. (Type on deposit at the American 
Museum of Natural History.) 


1 Previous papers by the same authors, describing new birds in the Phelps Collec- 
tion, are ‘‘New species and subspecies of birds from Venezuela. 1’ (1944, Amer. 
Mus. Novitates, no. 1270), ‘‘New species and subspecies of birds from Venezuela. 2” — 
(1945, Amer. Mus. Novitates, no. 1274), ‘‘Twenty-three new subspecies of birds 
froin Venezuela and Brazil” (1946, Amer. Mus. Novitates, no. 1312), and ‘“‘Seven 
new subspecies of birds from Venezuela and Brazil’’ (1947, Amer, Mus, Novitates, 
no, 1338), 
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Diacnosis: Differs from all other races of X. promeropi- 
rhynchus by a darker breast and back. Differs also from both 
orenocensts, of the upper Orinoco River, Ecuador and Pert, and 
procerus of the north coast of Venezuela by a more striped, less pure 
whitish chin and a straighter culmen. Differs additionally from 
orenocensis by a blacker crown with narrower stripes, and appar- 
ently a shorter bill. | 

RANGE: Known only from the Tropical Zone of the western 
slope of Mt. Chimant4-tepui and from the base of Mt. Roraima. 

DESCRIPTION OF TYPE: Crown and lores brownish black merg- 
ing into more brownish on nape and sides of neck, with fine buffy 
white shaft lines throughout this area; mantle Prout’s Brown X 
Mummy Brown; rump and upper tail-coverts dark Burnt Sienna ; 
the feathers of sides of head pale buffy, darker in the maxillary 
region, with dusky edges. Chin whitish; throat more buffy with 
feathers edged with brownish giving a striped appearance; this 
merges into the Cinnamon-Brown of breast and sides which are 
strongly marked with buffy shaft stripes; abdomen, shanks, and 
under tail-coverts Cinnamon-Brown with irregular barring of 
buffy and dusky. Remiges Chestnut, all but the innermost mar- 
gined exteriorly with the color of the back, the six outer ones with 
the terminal part of the inner vanes dusky; upper wing-coverts 
uniform with back; under wing-coverts and axillaries buff heavily 
barred with dusky. Tail bright Chestnut, paler on under aspect. 
Bill (in life) ‘gray’; feet ‘‘green’’; iris ‘‘brown.’”’ Wing, 130 
mim.; tail (in molt); exposed culmen, 44; culmen from base, 48; 
tarsus, 29. 

REMARKS: Size similar to procerus. Range of measurements: 
one male: wing, 125 mm.; tail, 109; culmen from base, 47.5; 
two of undetermined sex (including type): wing, 121, 130; tail, 
93, ?; culmen from base, 48,49. _ 

This new race is widely separated in range from orenocensis of 
the upper Orinoco, Ecuador and Peri, and from procerus of the 
north coast of Venezuela. It is apparently a rare bird. Since 
1939 the Arabupfi specimen has been recognized by the authors 
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as new, but the description has been withheld because of reluc- 
tance to base the new form on a single specimen. The additional 
specimens now available justify the present publication. 


SPECIMENS EXAMINED 


X. p. emigrans.—NICARAGUA: Jinotega, 1 9. GUATEMALA: Finca la 
Primavera, 1 o’, 1 9; ‘“‘Guatemala,”’ 2 (?). 

X. p. costaricensis—Costa Rica: Bonilla, 2 o%, 1 9; Juan Vifias, 
1 of; Aquinares, 1 o'; Cariblanco de Sarapiqui, 1 2. 

X. p. panamensis,—PANAMA: Chitra, Veraguas, 4 9. 

X. p. promeropirhynchus COLOMBIA: 12.1 VENEZUELA: Paramo la Culata, 
5 o&', 19; Paramo el Escorial, 2 9 ; Mucuchies, 1 (?); (Phelps Collection): 
Paramo Tama, 1 o’; Paramo Zumbador, 1 @ ; Seboruco, 1 2 ; Boca de Monte, 
1; El Valle, Mérida, 1 o’, 2 9 ; Llano Rucio, 10,1 9 ; Pinos, 10; Paramo 
la Culata, 2 o’; Quintero, 1 o,1 9; Paramo Cendé, 1 9; El Rincén, Cerro 
Niquitaz, 1 (?). 

X. p. virgatus COLOMBIA: 4.! 

X. p. sanctae-martae.—COLOMBIA: 9.! 

X. p. procerus.—VENEZUELA: Cumbre de Valencia, 1 o’, 1 9; Cumbre 
Chiquito, 1 9 ; Las Trincheras, 1 @ ; El Limén, 1 o’; Rincén de San Antonio, 
2 o', 29 ; Montana de Guacharo, 1 9 ; El Latal, 1 9 ; Carapas, 1 o’; (Phelps 
Collection): Cerro El Cerrén, 1 o’; Las Quiguas, 1 2 ; Colonia Tovar, 3 07,2 9 ; 
Hacienda Santa Clara, 1 (?); No Leén, 1 co’; Curipao, 1 2 ; Los Caracas, 1 co; 
Junquito, 2 o, 2(?); Cerro Golfo Triste, 1 oc’; Barcelona, 1 9 ; Los Altos, 1 9 ; 
Caripe, 1 o&, 1 9; Cerro Negro, Monagas, 1 o”, 3 (?). 

X. p. orenocensis.— VENEZUELA: Nericagua, 1 o (type); Munduapo, 1 9, 
1 (?); El Merey, 1 o&; (Phelps Collection): San Fernando de Atabapo, 3 @. 
Ecuapor: Below San José de Sumaco, 1 o’. PERG: Sarayacu, 1 o. 

X. p. tenebrosus VENEZUELA: (Phelps Collection): Arabupti, Mt. Ro- 
raima, 1 co; Mt. Chimanta-tepui, 2 (?) (including type). 

X. p. ignotus.—Ecuapor: 10.1 

X. p. crasstrosiris—PERU: 1.1 Ecuapor: 3.3 

X. p. compressirostris—PERG: 3.1 

X. p. phacopygus.— PERG: 1.} 

X. p. berlepschi.—BRaziL: Rosarinho, Rio Madeira, 4 0’. 

X. p. lineatocephalus—Boutvia: Incachaca, 1 9; Pitiguaya, 1 9, 1 (?); 
San Cristébal, 1 go’; Cocapata, 1 9, 2 (?); Roquefalda, 1 o; Yungas, 19. 


Cranioleuca vulpina apurensis, new subspecies 


Type: From Guasdualito, upper Apure River, State of Apure, 
Venezuela; altitude 60 meters. No. 36857, Phelps Collection, 
Caracas. Adult male collected October 16, 1946, by Ramén 
Urbano. (Type on deposit at the American Museum of Natural 
History.) 

1 For localities, see Zimmer, “Studies of Peruvian birds. XIV’ (1934, Amer. 
Mus. Novitates, no. 753). 
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Diacnosis: Differs from the known races of C. vulpina by 
darker crown, wings, and tail. Differs additionally from alopecias, 
from along the Orinoco River and northern Brazil, by having the 
forehead more nearly uniform with the crown, with the grayish 
frontal region less obvious. 

RANGE: Known only from the type locality and from near-by 
El Amparo on the Arauca River. 

DESCRIPTION OF TYPE: Crown Mahogany Red X Burnt 
Sienna; back near Saccardo’s Umber, paler on the uropygium; 
longer upper tail-coverts light rufous terminally or subterminally ; 
forehead dusky in the center and whitish on the sides; lores and 
superciliary stripe whitish; ear-coverts dusky brown with paler 
shaft streaks. Chin whitish; throat more buffy, merging into the 
Buffy Brown of the breast, sides, abdomen, shanks, and under tail- 
coverts. Primaries and secondaries largely blackish with outer 
webs Burnt Sienna X Chestnut, rounding the tips of the inner 
quills; inner margins broadly lighter rufous, not reaching the tips 
of the primaries; tertials Burnt Sienna X Chestnut; upper wing- 
coverts similar but with dusky inner webs on the outer feathers of 
the greater series and primary coverts; bend of wing buffy white, 
the feathers with dusky centers; under wing-coverts yellowish. 
Tail uniform with the outer surface of the wings, paler on the 
under surface. Bill (in life) “‘black, base flesh’’; feet ‘‘greenish 
yellow’; iris “chestnut.” Wing, 69 mm.; tail, 65; exposed 
culmen, 14; culmen from base, 16; tarsus, 18. 

REMARKS: Size similar to alopecias. Sexes alike except that 
the females have shorter tails. Range of measurements: five 
adult males: wing, 61-71 (66.4) mm.; tail, 65-69.5 (64.8); 
culmen from base, 14—16 (15); five adult females: wing, 62-66.5 
(63.2); tail, 52-61 (56.5); culmen from base, 15. 


SPECIMENS EXAMINED 


C. v. vulpina.—BRaziL: Descalvados, Matto Grosso, 2 o&, 1 9; Rio San 
Lorenzo, 1 9; Calama, 17, 2 9; Baiao, 107, 5 9; Rio Araguaya, 1 o’. 

C. v. reiseri.—BRaziL: Ingazeira (?), 1 o'; Rio Parnagua, 1 o1; Ciudad da 
Barra, Bahia, 1 0’. 

C. v. alopecias —VENEZUELA: Ciudad Bolivar, 2 o,2 9; Altagracia, 3 0, 
19; Caicara, 1,5 2,1(?); (Phelps Collection): Cano Cataniapo, 1 @ ; 
San Fernando de Atabapo, 3 o’. Brazit: Caracarahy, Rio Branco, 1 Q ; 
Cacao Pereira, Rio Negro, 4c", 2 2 ; Rosarinho, Rio Madeira, 13 0’, 5 9 , 2 (?); 
Borba, 2 o&'; Igarapé Auard, 2 9 ; San Antonio de Guajara, 1 co; Inajatuba, 
Rio Tapajoz, 20,3 9, 1(?); Igarapé Amorin, 1 o; Villarinho do Monte, Rio 
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Xing, 1 o', 1 9; Villa Bella Imperatriz, 2 0’, 3 9; Fazenda Paraiso, 2 0’; 
Cussary, 1 9. 

C. v, apurensis.—VENEZUELA: (Phelps Collection): Guasdualito, 3 co (in- 
cluding type), 3 9, 2 2 juv., 3 (?), 1 (?, juv.); El Amparo, 3 co’, 2 9, 3 (?, 
juv.). 

C. v. vulpecula—PERU: Santa Rosa, 1 9; Sarayacu, 1 o'; mouth of Rfo 
Curaray,6o',2 9. Brazit: Santo Antonio de Guajara, Rio Madeira, 10 0’, 
8 Q. 


Myrmotherula behni yavii, new subspecies 


Type: From Cerro Yavi, Territorio Amazonas, Venezuela; 
altitude 1600 meters. No. 37720, Phelps Collection, Caracas. 
Adult male collected February 26, 1947, by Ramén Urbano. 
(Type on deposit at the American Museum of Natural History.) 

DraGNosis: Similar to M. behnt tnornatia, from Mt. Roraima 
and British Guiana, but general coloration of males darker, more 
bluish gray; throat deeper black. Females darker, more oliva- 
ceous brown, less rufous. 

RANGE: Known only from the eastern slopes of Cerro Yavi, in 
the Subtropical Zone, at altitudes from 1450 to 1600 meters. 

DESCRIPTION OF TYPE: Back and uropygium Slate-Gray; 
crown with noticeable blackish tips; forehead more grayish; 
sides of head uniform with the crown but ear-coverts with whitish 
shaft streaks. Chin, throat, breast, and upper abdomen black; 
sides, flanks, lower abdomen, and under tail-coverts Slate-Gray 
uniform with the back. Wings Fuscous; remiges and upper 
coverts edged with Slate-Gray, uniform with the back, very nar- 
rowly edged with whitish on the inner vanes except towards the 
tips; under wing-coverts and axillaries gray. Inner vanes of 
rectrices blackish, outer ones uniform with the back; under sur- 
face of tail dusky. Bill (in life) ‘“‘blackish gray’’; feet ‘blackish 
gray’’; iris ‘“dark.”” Wing, 56mm.; tail, 33; exposed culmen, 11; 
culmen from base, 15; tarsus, 16. 

REMARKS: Size similar to znornaia. Sexes different. Range 
of measurements: two adult males: wing, 55, 56 mm.; tail, 
32.5, 33; culmen from base, 15, 15; two adult females: wing, 
53, 54; tail, 35, 35; culmen from base, 15, 15. 

DESCRIPTION OF FEMALE (No. 37724): Back and uropygium 
Dresden Brown; crown and sides of head more dusky; forehead 
more grayish. Chin whitish, merging into the light Grayish 
Olive of the under parts which is deepest on the sides and flanks 
and near Buckthorn Brown on the under tail-coverts. Wings 
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Fuscous; remiges and upper coverts edged with Dresden Brown 
uniform with the back; remiges narrowly edged on the inner vanes 
with buffy. Tail dusky olivaceous, the rectrices faintly edged 
with rufous basally. Bill (in life) “dark gray’’; feet ‘dark gray’’; 
iris “brown.” Wing, 54 mm.; tail, 35; exposed culmen, 12; 
culmen from base, 15; tarsus, 15.5. 

The other female, apparently not fully adult, differs from the 
adult here described by somewhat warmer coloration above, 
darker and browner olive lower under parts, and whiter throat. 
There are traces of dark fulvous tips on some of the pectoral and 
abdominal feathers which may indicate a juvenal coloration of 
that hue. 

Measurements of tnornata: Two adult males: wing, 55, 54.5 
mm.; tail, 33, 33; culmen from base, 15, 15; one adult female: 
wing, 53; tail, 35; culmen from base, 15. 

Although the new race is known only from the Subtropical 
Zone, tnornata seems to be a tropical form known only from the 
base of Mt. Roraima (Arabupfi, 1000 meters) and from tropical 
localities in British Guiana. 

We have not seen M. 0. behni, which is known only from 
“Bogota” collections, according to Hellmayr (1924, Field Mus. 
Nat. Hist., zool. ser., vol. 13, pt. 3, p. 160). 


SPECIMENS EXAMINED 


M. b. inornata.—VENEZUELA: (Phelps Collection): Arabupd, 1 o’, 1 juv.; 
(Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia): ‘‘Roraima,’’ 1 o’. BRITISH 
GUIANA: “Brazil”? [= British Guiana], 1 co. 

M. b. yavit.— VENEZUELA: (Phelps Collection): Cerro Yavf, 2 o7 (including 
type), 1 oO juv.,2 9. 

M. unicolor—BraziL: Sao Paulo, Ubatuba, 1 o, 1 co juv., 1 9; Rio 
Grande do Sul, Lagéa de Forno, 2 o’, 1 9 ; Santa Catharina, Salto Pirahy, 1 9, 
1 (? po juv.). 


